the 1,750 feet of the loose coal accumula-
tions between Number 20 to Number 22 marker
and from the Number 1 marker to Number 18
marke-r was [sic] damp to wet. Additionally,
70 feet of the 150 feet of float coal dust
out by the Number 18 marker was [sic] damp to
wet.  Inspector McClure has stated that the
remainder of the accumulations was not com-
pletely dry but in a damp to dry condition.
He also checked for hot^rollers and found not
[sic] hot rollers.  He checked for electrical
violations and found no electrical violations
in the area.  He believed that the conditions
in the belt entry were generally of a damp
nature.  Accordingly, the propagation of a
fire or an explosion was not probable.

The Solicitor
explanati on.

is to be commended for her comprehensive

In light of the foregoing, I accept the Solicitor's repre
sentations and approve recommended settlement. I further note
that the settlement amount remai nsvt.substanti al .

Accordingly, the motion to approve settlement is
the operator is ORDERED TO PAY $500 within 30 days of
this deci si on .

GRANTED and
the date of

Paul Merlin

Chief Administrative Law Judge

Di stri buti on

Covette   Rooney,   Esq.,   Office   of  the   Solicitor,   U.   S.   Department
of  Labor,   Room  14480-Gateway  Building,   3535  Market  Street,
Philadelphia,   PA     19104     (Certified  Mail)  .

Ronald   B.   Johnson,   Esq.,   Volk,   Frankovitch,  Anetakis,   Recht,
Robertson   &  HellersteJt,   3000   Boury  Center,   Wheeling,   WV     26003
(Certified  Mail )                                                     ,

Lynn   A.   Harding,   Safety   Director,   Helen Mining   Company,   RD #2,
Box   2110,   Homer   City,   PA     15748     (Certified Mai.l)

Michael   H.   Holland,   Esq.,   UMWA,   900   15th  Street,   N.W.,
Washington,   DC    20005     (Certified  Mail)
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